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BY BRITTANEE BARTON
THE PARTHENON
Come next semester, 
students can see changes 
in course syllabi and de-
partment websites. The 
learning objectives and 
program outcomes will be 
altered because of  a uni-
versity implementation of  
the Higher Learning Com-
mission Pathways model.
The Higher Learning 
Commission is an orga-
nization that accredits 
degree-granting post-sec-
ondary institutions. The 
Pathways program is a 
way for Marshall Uni-
versity to maintain 
accreditation. 
Mary Beth Reynolds, 
director in the Offi ce of  
Assessment, said a new 
accrediting program is 
inevitable.
“The accreditation 
process we have used in 
the past, called PEAQ 
(Program to Evaluate and 
Advance Quality), is be-
ing discontinued in 2015,” 
Reynolds said. “We are 
up for reaccreditation in 
2015. Pathways seemed a 
logical alternative for us.”
The steering committee, 
composed of  Reynolds, 
Provost Gayle Ormiston, 
President Steven J. Kopp, 
Dean of  Graduate College 
Donna Spindell and Hon-
ors College Dean Mary 
Todd, is excited about the 
opportunity.
“We were invited to par-
ticipate,” Reynolds said. 
“Specifi cally, Marshall 
was invited to test the Lu-
mina Foundations Degree 
Profi le. This is quite an 
honor because only insti-
tutions that had strong 
records of  accreditation 
were asked to do so, and 
we’re in some pretty good 
company.”
The goal of  Pathways is 
BY MOLLY URIAN
THE PARTHENON
After battling stage four lung cancer for more than a year, 
23-year-old Toni Black died Monday.
The Chesapeake, Ohio resident was diagnosed with 
lung cancer March 27, 2011. Shortly after a followup ap-
pointment, doctors discovered the cancer had spread to 
her brain.
Black traveled back and forth between the University 
of  North Carolina for lung treatments and Duke Uni-
versity to receive brain treatments. Three weeks ago, 
Black was told by doctors her treatment was no longer 
responding, and she was given two months to live.
Although Black was given devastating news, she did 
not let the diagnosis stop her from living. Black traveled 
with family to Holden Beach, N.C. just days after receiv-
ing the news.
Family, friends and community members stood 
behind Black as she fought for her life. Upon arriv-
ing home last Tuesday, Black was welcomed with a 
homecoming rally filled with posters, balloons and 
support as she made her journey home.
Black’s life has impacted lives within the community, as 
well as nationwide. Celebrities, such as Ellen Degeneres, 
are known for tweeting their support for Black on Twitter.
Jill Greenhill, Chesapeake, Ohio resident and 
owner of  Jill’s Tumble World, created a support 
group, “Team Toni,” for Black to help raise funds 
for medical expenses. “Team Toni” will continue to 
honor Black and support her family through upcom-
ing events.
Donations for Black can be made to First Century 
Bank.
While Black’s life might have been taken too soon, 
but her courageous battle and positive spirits will 
live forever through “Team Toni.”
Molly Urian can be contacted at urian@marshall.
edu.
New accreditation program 
introduced at Marshall
TEAMToni Local cancer victim dies
ROAD TO NATIONALS 
BY FRANCES LAZELL
THE PARTHENON
BeHerd Marketing Agency, 
America’s Natural Gas Alliance, 
EdVenture and the World’s 
Strongest Man 2006 have part-
nered together to promote 
natural gas education from 10 
a.m. through 2 p.m. Friday on 
Buskirk Field.
Morgan Hess, head of  
the BeHerd public relations 
division, said the market-
ing agency created the event 
“Natural Gas: Expanding 
Possibilities” intending to 
educate Marshall University 
students about natural gas, 
while keeping it fun. 
“There is going to be car-
nival, and we are also going 
to have a natural gas car 
there for people to look at 
so they can see exactly what 
natural gas cars can do,” Hess 
said.
The event will include in-
fl atable, free food and an 
opportunity for individuals 
to view the World’s Strongest 
Man 2006 Phil Pfi ster’s truck, 
which runs on natural gas. 
Pfi ster works with Chesa-
peake Energy, a member of  
ANGA, to promote the use of  
natural gas. 
EdVenture Partners chose 
the Marshall University’s col-
lege of business promotions 
marketing class to compete 
against nine universities for 
the chance to present their 
ideas and campaign to ANGA. 
BeHerd Marketing Agency 
was created by the promo-
tions marketing class and 
consists of four different di-
visions — advertising, public 
relations, research and events. 
Hess said, in addition to 
the event, BeHerd has tried 
to inform students about 
natural gas through promo-
tional tactics.
“We have signs up on cam-
pus,” Hess said. “There are 
four different types, that 
give information tidbits 
about natural gas.” 
Patrick Conlon, safety tech-
nology professor, will speak 
about natural gas at the event. 
Frances Lazell can be con-
tacted at lazell2@marshall.
edu.
TICKET GIVEAWAY 
TO ENTER: 
1. ‘Like’ The Parthenon on Facebook.
2. Post a photo or video of  you and your friends 
    being crazy.
3. Be creative. 
The two best posts will win a pair of  concert tickets,
 courtesy of  the Big Sandy Superstore Arena.
‘People Are Crazy’ contest
APRIL 27
BILLY CURRINGTON
BeHerd, ANGA, EdVenture, World’s strongest man promote natural gas education
See ACCREDITATION I  Page 5
FULL STORY >> PAGE 3
MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON 
Cheerleaders Ariel Meeks (LEFT), 
Jillian Barnett (MIDDLE) and 
Sarah Davenport (RIGHT) excite 
the crowd at the C-USA  basketball 
championship in Memphis, TN. 
The team will compete in the 
32nd National Cheerleading 
championship April 11-15. 
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THE PARTHENON 
Marshall University’s 
12th Annual College of  
Liberal Arts Research and 
Creativity Conference will 
kick off  Thursday at the 
Drinko Library.  
The Research and Cre-
ativity Conference is a 
showcase of  student work 
within the college of  lib-
eral arts.   Students across 
multiple disciplines will 
present their work before 
students and faculty.  The 
subjects covered will in-
clude English, history, 
sociology, psychology and 
anthropology.  
Dean of  the college of  lib-
eral arts, David Pittenger 
said many students are an-
ticipating presenting their 
work.  
“Mostly, the students 
are juniors and seniors 
who have been engaged in 
a year-long project,” Pit-
tenger said. “They’ve been 
working hard at it all year 
long, and this is their op-
portunity to present their 
work.”  
Pittenger said many of  
the works would range from 
research papers to short 
stories. 
“Some students have done 
empirical research and ex-
periments on sociological 
phenomenon,” Pittenger 
said. “Others have done 
great analytic studies of  
literature or event, while 
others have written poetry 
or creative nonfiction.”  
The Research and Cre-
ativity Conference is 
Thursday and Friday and 
will be conducted at the 
Drinko Library.  
COLA conference 
to start Thursday BY JEFFREY WEINER AND WALTER PACHECOTHE ORLANDO SENTINEL
(MCT)
ORLANDO, Fla. – The 
special prosecutor assigned 
to the Trayvon Martin shoot-
ing investigation now says 
she will not take the case 
before a grand jury Tuesday, 
as had been scheduled.
Angela Corey, special 
prosecutor in the case and 
state attorney for Florida’s 
Duval, Clay and Nassau 
counties, said Monday that 
her investigation will con-
tinue, but the grand jury will 
not hear the case.
Corey stressed in a state-
ment that the decision to 
forego the scheduled grand 
jury proceedings did not 
reflect whether or not there 
will ultimately be a prosecu-
tion in the case.
In lieu of  a grand jury, Co-
rey’s office can choose on 
its own whether or not to 
charge George Zimmerman 
with a crime in the death of  
17-year-old Trayvon on Feb. 
26.
“The decision should not 
be considered a factor in the 
final determination of  the 
case,” Corey’s office said in 
a statement. Florida Gov. 
Rick Scott appointed Corey 
as special prosecutor March 
22.
“At this time, the investi-
gation continues and there 
will be no further com-
ment,” the statement says. 
“From the moment she was 
assigned, Ms. Corey noted 
she may not need a grand 
jury.”
The grand jury had been 
called upon by Seminole-
Brevard State Attorney 
Norm Wolfinger, who ini-
tially was handling the case 
but has since stepped aside.
Martin family attor-
ney Benjamin Crump said 
Trayvon’s parents are 
“not surprised” by the 
announcement, and remain 
“hopeful that a decision will 
be reached very soon to ar-
rest George Zimmerman 
and give Trayvon Martin’s 
family the simple justice 
they have been seeking all 
along.”
“The family has been 
patient throughout this pro-
cess and asks that those who 
support them do the same 
during this very important 
investigation,” Crump said 
in a statement.
Zimmerman, a 28-year-
old Neighborhood Watch 
volunteer, says he shot Tray-
von in self-defense Feb. 26 
after the teenager punched 
him to the ground and be-
gan banging his head on a 
No grand jury in Trayvon Martin 
case; family attorney ‘not surprised’
RED HUBER | ORLANDO SENTINEL (MCT)
Dream Defenders block the entrance to Sanford Police Department, 
Monday in protest against the police’s handling of the Trayvon Martin 
case. 
See MARTIN I  Page 5
BY KIM GEIGER
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
WASHINGTON – In-
dependent voters in 
battleground states lean 
slightly in President Barack 
Obama’s favor at this early 
stage in the campaign, 
but a new poll shows that 
the same voters who like 
Obama better also tilt more 
toward Mitt Romney on the 
political spectrum, particu-
larly on economic priorities.
The poll, conducted by 
Global Strategy Group for 
the Democratic think-tank 
Third Way, focused on a 
segment of  independent 
voters, “swing indepen-
dents,” defined as those 
voters who did not express 
strong views about either 
of  the candidates. They are 
expected to be about 15 per-
cent of  the electorate in the 
general election.
The poll found that 44 per-
cent of  swing independents 
currently favor Obama to 38 
percent for Romney. Obama 
won 57 percent of  swing in-
dependents in 2008.
But when asked to identify 
themselves and the can-
didates on an ideological 
spectrum, swing indepen-
dents appear to be slightly 
more aligned with Romney.
On a scale of  one to nine, 
with one being the most lib-
eral and nine being the most 
conservative, swing inde-
pendents, on average, put 
themselves at a 5.2. They 
put Obama at a 3.9, slightly 
more liberal than Demo-
crats as a whole, who were 
at 3.93. They put Romney 
at a 6.09, considerably less 
conservative than the GOP 
as a whole, at 6.79.
“For these voters, the 
choice is between candi-
dates they deem center-left 
and center-right, but they 
see themselves as slightly to 
the right-of-center,” Third 
Way’s Michelle Diggles 
and Lanae Erickson wrote 
in a memo about the poll’s 
findings.
Global Strategy Group 
surveyed 1,000 self-iden-
tified independent likely 
voters from March 8 through 
March 18 in Colorado, Flor-
ida, Iowa, Michigan, North 
Carolina, New Hampshire, 
New Mexico, Nevada, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and 
Wisconsin. The survey in-
cluded only people who 
voted in the 2008 presiden-
tial election.  The margin 
of  error for swing indepen-
dents was plus or minus 5.1 
percentage points.
The poll found that the 
“fairness argument,” which 
some Democrats have ad-
vocated as a message for 
the 2012 election, does not 
resonate with swing inde-
pendents. This segment of  
voters does not consider 
income inequality a top con-
cern, they generally think 
the existing system is fair, 
and they view themselves as 
haves, not have-nots.
Their top economic con-
cerns are the deficit, growth 
and jobs, not economic 
equality.
Asked what was the most 
important way to make the 
economy stronger, 55 per-
cent said providing “more 
economic opportunity 
for Americans to succeed 
through hard work.” Just 19 
percent said “create more 
economic security so all 
Americans can withstand 
life’s misfortunes.”
“No matter what defini-
tion of  fairness one chooses, 
Poll: Swing voters lean 
to Obama but identify 
closer with Romney
See POLL I  Page 5
BY NATHAN BOMEY
DETROIT FREE PRESS
(MCT)
DETROIT – The public 
is far more supportive of  
the auto industry bailouts 
than the government’s 
decision to bail out dis-
tressed financial giants in 
2009, according to a Har-
ris poll released Monday.
About 45 percent of  
those polled said the 
federal government’s de-
cision to extend more than 
$77 billion in emergency 
loans and bankruptcy 
financing to General Mo-
tors and Chrysler in 2009 
“helped” the economy, 
according to the online 
poll conducted by market 
research firm Harris In-
teractive between March 
12 and 19. Harris sur-
veyed 2,451 adults and 
found that about 29 per-
cent of  Americans say the 
auto bailouts “hurt” the 
economy. About 5 percent 
were unsure.
The bailouts have gen-
erated fierce debate in 
the presidential cam-
paign. President Barack 
Obama has cited the 
auto industry’s return to 
profitability and hiring 
as proof  of  the bailouts’ 
success. Republican con-
tenders, led by likely 
nominee Mitt Rom-
ney, have criticized the 
bailouts.
“These findings suggest 
that the 2008 and 2009 bail-
outs may provide some 
useful political ammuni-
tion in the presidential 
and congressional elec-
tion campaigns,” Harris 
said in a statement.
Some 23 percent of  
Americans say the bank 
bailouts helped the econ-
omy, while 48  percent 
said the bailouts hurt the 
economy and 6 percent 
were unsure, according 
to the poll. About 15 per-
cent of  Americans said 
insurance industry bail-
outs helped the economy, 
while 42 percent said they 
hurt and 9 percent were 
unsure.
Harris cautioned that 
word choice can affect 
how voters view the gov-
ernment’s decisions, with 
“bailout” generating nega-
tive opinions and “saving” 
or “rescuing” producing 
positive thoughts. The 
Harris Poll referred to the 
government’s moves as 
“bailouts” in questions to 
respondents.
About 59 percent of  
Democrats say the bailouts 
helped the economy, while 
33 percent of  Republicans 
and 48 percent of  indepen-
dents agreed.
The poll also found that 
the public would oppose 
additional bailout funds 
for the auto industry by a 
margin of  70-30.
The poll comes as GM 
and Chrysler have re-
turned to sound financial 
standing. After shedding 
debt, reducing labor costs 
and cutting their manufac-
turing capacity, GM and 
Chrysler have added thou-
sands of  jobs and returned 
to profitability.
Counterpart Ford Motor, 
which avoided a bailout 
and bankruptcy, is also 
profitable and has added 
thousands of  jobs.
GM reported a profit 
of  $7.6 billion in 2011, 
while Chrysler posted a 
$183-million profit. The 
auto companies have 
added thousands of  jobs 
over the last two years as 
sales surged.
The U.S. government 
still owns about 26.5 
percent of  GM stock. 
Chrysler, now major-
ity-owned by Italian 
automaker Fiat, has re-
paid its loans.
Americans say auto 
bailouts helped economy
C  M  Y  K   50 INCH
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BY LAWREN HIGHTOWER
THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University Cheerleading 
team is taking part in the 32nd National 
Cheerleaders Association and National 
Dance Alliance Championships. 
The competition will take place April 
11-15, in Daytona Beach, Fla. Every team 
will get to perform twice with two chances 
to make the fi nals. 
Marshall will be looking to bring home 
a championship after a fi fth straight birth 
to the contest. Head coach Duane Nutt 
said his team has been working hard 
and can not wait for the opportunity to 
compete.
“We have been looking forward to 
this,” Nutt said. “This is probably the 
most diffi cult routine that we have taken 
in to competition and we are excited to 
compete.”
The team put on a show and ran through 
their routine for the fans in Marshall’s 
Gulickson hall Saturday afternoon. The 
performance was a quick run through be-
fore the team departs for competition this 
week.
“I think with this teams commitment 
this should be our best fi nish ever,” Nutt 
said. “We are anxious. We can’t wait to 
perform in front of  a crowd.”
Nutt said his seniors have had a huge 
impact on the team and have done a great 
job keeping everyone motivated and 
focused.
Senior Jillian Barnett said the team has 
been preparing for this moment the whole 
year.
“We spend the whole year cheering for 
other teams, but this is our time,” Barnett 
said. “With this being my last year, these 
moments are becoming a little bit bitter-
sweet. We are ready and, hopefully, we 
bring home a national title.
With this being the fi fth straight year 
The Herd has competed in this competi-
tion, coach Nutt said building off  past 
experiences are one of  The Herd’s keys to 
success.
“Last year was a bit of  a learning curve, 
and we sat down and looked at the video,” 
Nutt said. “I think you learn a little bit 
more each time you go.”
Sarah Davenport, senior and captain 
of  the cheerleading squad, said that the 
MU cheerleaders head to nationals
MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON
Marshall University cheerleaders cheered for the Thundering Herd during the March 3 contest against the Southern 
Mississippi Golden Eagles. The cheerleading squad is in Daytona Beach, Fla. for the national championships. See CHEER I  Page 5
Herd swept by Tigers, looks to rebound
BY CAITIE SMITH
THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University Baseball team looks 
to rebound from an off  weekend in Charles-
ton. Marshall was swept by conference rival 
Memphis with scores of  9-4, 7-0, and 11-2. 
“We need to get back to fundamentals of  
playing the game the right way,” Marshall 
Head Coach Jeff  Waggoner said. “We’re a lot 
better than we showed. We need to work on 
fundamentals and get the situational things 
down.”
“I feel that we’re going to bounce back as 
a team and string together a few wins before 
Rice. We just have to stay positive,”  freshman 
shortstop Andrew Dundon said.
Dundon has started in 27 of  the Herd’s 30 
games.
“We just have to play to our ability,” Dundon 
said. “We have to believe what Coach tells us 
and use it as motivation. We have to continue 
to work hard and on our craft.” 
The Herd plays a non-conference double-
header against Coppin State today at Linda K. 
Epling Stadium in Beckley, W.Va.
In the first game, lefty Wayland Moore will 
get the start. Moore is one of  just two south-
paws on the squad. 
The other is senior Mike Mason, who reached 
his 200th career strikeout over the weekend. 
Mason is usually slotted for a Saturday start, 
leaving Moore as the only lefty available for 
most games.
“I don’t really feel like that puts any extra 
pressure on me because I feel we have some 
really good right handed pitchers that can 
come in during any situation of  the game 
also,” Moore said.
This will be Moore’s fifth start of  the sea-
son, and his eighth appearance of  the year. He 
has given up 27 hits in 20 innings of  work, but 
boasts 13 strikeouts.
“I’m just hoping to have a quality start,” 
Moore said. “I want to give our team a chance 
to win.”
“He’s one of  the toughest players in the 
program and one of  the hardest workers,” 
Waggoner said.
Moore missed the earlier part of  the season 
with mono.
“He’s hopefully getting back to the pitcher 
that we recruited,” Waggoner said. “A few 
mid-week starts and a   couple weekend 
innings can bring him back to strength.” 
Freshman Brett Mays will take reign of  the 
mound on game two. Mays has only had three 
appearances this year, and this will be just his 
second start of  the season.
“I’m glad the coaches decided to go with me 
for the second game,” Mays said. “Two of  my 
three outings haven’t been ideal, so tomorrow 
I just wanna go out there, throw strikes and 
execute my pitches. I just have to take it one 
out at a time.”
Members of  The Herd said they hope  their 
performance today will shake off  the past 
weekend’s struggles.
“A weekend like that makes us buckle down 
and work harder. We know we have a lot of  
talent and potential for success. That’s what 
keeps us going,” Mays said. 
The games are set to start at noon and 3:30 
this afternoon. 
Coppin State has not won a game this season.
“I’m aware of  their record, but even so, 
they’re a Division I team so I don’t plan on 
treating them any less,” Mays said. “Any team 
can win on any given day in baseball.” 
Caitie Smith can be contacted at smith1650@
marshall.edu.
Three game series leaves Marshall in the rough
9-4, 7-0, 11-2
Women’s soccer begins spring practice
BY JARROD CLAY
THE PARTHENON
While the regular season 
is not until fall, the Marshall 
University’s  women’s soccer 
team has hit full stride in its 
spring season. 
The Herd is coming off  
a 4-13-3 record in the fall of  
2011, and is looking to build 
momentum in the short 
spring season to catapult 
them into the fall. 
“It’s huge in the sense that 
we are coming off  a four 
win season and we want to 
change,” said Marshall head 
women’s soccer coach Kevin 
Long. “In November, when 
we met with all the players in-
dividually, we addressed the 
fact that we all had to change. 
We had to change how we at-
tacked it as coaches, and the 
players need to attack it dif-
ferently because the status 
quo is only going to get us to 
four wins.”
The spring season that be-
gan on March 4 is just over a 
month long. Coach Long said 
he spent the fi rst weeks of  
the season looking back to 
2011 and working to correct 
the problems that plagued 
the Herd.
“This spring has been very 
important about fi xing some 
problems, and more impor-
tantly having players develop 
a mentality that’s going to be 
successful for the fall,” Long 
said. 
While the Herd did lose 13 
games in 2011, seven of  those 
losses were by just one goal, 
which coach Long said is un-
acceptable. For Marshall, if  
2012 is to bring success, the 
Herd must be as mentally 
tough as they are physically. 
“One of  the things we 
struggled with the most was 
this mentality, this competi-
tive edge,” Long said. “We 
were complacent and we 
were okay with our status 
last year, and while I think 
many of  us weren’t, the fact 
is on average we were okay 
with where we fi nished.”
The Herd will play nine 
games (no including the 
alumni game) in its spring 
season and improvements 
on the fi eld will be expected, 
coach Long said the most im-
portant area players need to 
improve is mentally because 
there is more to soccer than 
being physically better than 
your opponent. 
“We’re hoping that the big-
gest factor is that players 
have grown mentally to the 
point to where they are will-
ing to fi ght not only for the 
results, but fi ght for their po-
sitions and compete.” 
Although growing men-
tally is the goal for Long, he 
has also seen his team grow 
as a team on the fi eld. From 
the start of  spring practices, 
the Herd has had a great atti-
tude, which has carried over 
to the fi eld of  play. 
“I think we are seeing 
some players step up, they 
are physically stronger and 
faster, they’ve really attacked 
the spring with a great atti-
tude and we are seeing that 
growth in the fi eld. We’re 
also seeing some players be-
ing challenged in ways they 
have never been challenged 
before,” Long said.
Marshall women’s soccer 
has had another obstacle 
to overcome this spring. 
The Thundering Herd lost 
fi ve seniors from the 2011 
season, including Angela De-
Summa who led the Herd in 
total points, goals and assist.
“The whole bunch was 
very talented. That’s been 
part of  the spring is who’s 
going to step up and fi ll 
holes, and that’s the chal-
lenge of  college soccer is that 
we can’t keep kids for more 
than four years,” Long said.
While he is losing fi ve 
players from the 2011 team, 
coach Long is bringing in an 
impressive class that is 11 
strong, and he believes this 
class will compete for play-
ing time and is as talented as 
any have been at Marshall. 
“We’ll be different every 
year that we lose players, and 
each year we play we look at 
ourselves and we know we 
are going to be different,” 
See SOCCER I  Page 5
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n I don't care about politics.
n I don’t know enough about politics.
n I do vote, thanks for being presumptuous.
n I am not registered to vote.
n I am philosophically opposed to voting.
ONLINE POLL
Visit us at
marshallparthenon.com
to let us know what you 
think.
Why don’t 
you vote ?
WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Visit us at marshallparthenon.com, click on the OPINION 
link in the navigation bar to write a letter to the editor 
and let your voice be heard.?
GUEST EDITORIAL | BY CRYSTAL MYERS, EXECUTIVE EDITOR 
As Americans, we don’t always extrapolate the ap-
propriate meaning behind concepts: Forgetting the true 
meaning of  holidays is one of  our faults  on that list. 
Wouldn’t it be nice if  the majority of  the public could 
actually agree upon what the definition of  Easter is? Or 
has consumerism pushed everyone off  the deep end into a 
basket of  Peeps. 
Last time I checked, Wal-Mart’s shelves are stocked 
with toys and treats, not bibles. For those of  you who 
have forgotten, at its core, Easter is a Christian holiday 
celebrating 
Jesus’ resurrection was redemption for the sins of  man-
kind. Sure, it makes sense that this particular Sunday is 
commonly the most well-attended church service of  the 
year. What doesn’t make sense is the millions of  eggs, 
candy and other even more extravagant gifts being pur-
chased for Easter celebrations and later bragged about on 
social networks. 
Americans are greedy. There has been a copious 
number of  commercials dedicated to mini-marshmallow 
rabbits and chocolate eggs. Yet, not one person mentions 
what the true meaning of  this “holiday” is really all about. 
 People from different types of  religious groups have 
taken this day intended for reflection and have turned it 
into a commercial holiday.
Consumerism is clouding the observation of  Easter — 
among other holidays. To truly celebrate the occasion, 
observation should not end after service. 
In many cases, church is followed by egg hunts, gift 
giving and visits from an imaginary bunny. In this situ-
ation, everyone is too busy keeping kids in line and 
stuffing their face with jelly beans to think about and 
appreciate the reason for the day off.
Why are we celebrating the presence of  a rabbit 
more so than the sacrifice made? If  Christians are go-
ing to take one specific day to appreciate a man who 
died for their sins, it shouldn’t be too much to ask to 
put your gifts aside and do just that. Not every holi-
day is a reason for presents. It is a shame most 
individuals do not realize that.
COLUMN
BY TRENT KAYS
MINNESOTA DAILY, U. 
MINNESOTA VIA UWIRE
Last week, students pro-
testing fee hikes at Santa 
Monica College were pepper 
sprayed by members of  the 
college’s police force as they 
attempted to enter a Board 
of  Trustees meeting. The 
police officers involved kept 
the protestors at bay and 
from airing their grievances 
and voices with the Board of  
Trustees. Adamant not to let 
the protestors into the meet-
ing, the police force held 
them back, and in an all too 
damning photo now spread 
across the internet, a police 
sergeant stands pointing at 
the protestors while hold-
ing his baton over his head 
ready to strike.
This scenario is a horrify-
ing one, and much like the U. 
California-Davis incident in 
which seated students were 
pepper sprayed, one I never 
thought I’d see on a college 
campus. When did it be-
come wrong for students to 
air their grievances? When 
did it become wrong for stu-
dents to stand together on 
their campus? Students have 
a right to their opinion and 
anger when they see their 
education becoming less 
valuable but more expen-
sive. Yet, incidents, like the 
one at Santa Monica College, 
are examples of  a system 
rotting from the inside.
A university education is 
still the goal of  many peo-
ple. Even though the value 
of  that education seems to 
be dwindling at some levels, 
people still flock to college 
campuses around the coun-
try to study in the hope that 
they may better their life 
circumstances. However, 
students seem to only be 
permitted to disagree if  that 
disagreement doesn’t get in 
the way of  the university ad-
ministration’s politics.
All education is political, 
but universities don’t always 
educate students on how 
to navigate such politics. 
If  the UC-Davis and Santa 
Monica College incidents 
have taught us anything, 
it’s that students aren’t al-
lowed to voice their opinions 
to people who control the 
politics of  a campus, that 
students don’t deserve to be 
around those who take the 
control of  their education 
away from them.
Students should control 
their education. Students 
should have a say about 
their education and future. 
Yet, students’ voices on 
campus are increasingly 
unvalued. This phenomenon 
will destroy education in 
this country. Without stu-
dents, there is no need for 
universities. Protest and de-
bate should be encouraged 
on all university campuses 
because it is the passion of  
students that keeps higher 
education afloat. So, when 
events transpire that exem-
plify the lack of  respect by 
administrators and univer-
sity officials for students’ 
voices, it’s disheartening 
and counter to what a uni-
versity should exemplify: 
Respect for and service to 
the public good.
Reports of  police brutality 
and over zealousness have 
become commonplace in 
the news media. Reports of  
police arbitrarily arresting 
people without probable 
cause, pepper spraying 
randomly and without 
direction and bullying citi-
zens engaged in protest are 
common news stories now. 
College campuses are not 
immune. But what does it 
mean for the future of  edu-
cation and protest?
These types of  incidents 
create a hostile environment 
in a place where hostility 
should not exist. Universi-
ties are supposed to be 
centers of  learning and ex-
pression. Students should 
be able to peacefully protest 
and challenge those officials 
who would stand in the way 
of  their education. What 
becomes troublesome is 
when those officials dismiss 
the issues of  students as 
not their problem. Indeed, 
education is becoming far 
too expensive in this coun-
try, and there aren’t enough 
protests about it. How long 
are we going to let the price 
of  education rise in this 
country? Soon only the very 
wealthy will be able to af-
ford education, and those 
without will continue to be 
subjugated to those with ad-
vanced privilege.
Access to education is no 
longer enough. We must 
have access to those who 
will control and direct our 
education. University ad-
ministrators and those in 
power must be held account-
able and must be accessible 
to the students whose lives 
they hold in the palm of  
their hands. The examples 
of  police officers arbitrarily 
pepper spraying students, 
professors, children and 
others in their way is symp-
tomatic of  a system run 
amok. It is symptomatic of  
administrators who are out 
of  touch with the popula-
tions of  their universities. 
It is symptomatic of  how 
university officials see stu-
dents: as cattle. Students, 
who continuously see their 
rights eroded, are becom-
ing cattle that are seen as 
nothing more than PEZ dis-
pensers forking over loan 
money that they’ll never be 
able to pay off.
So, when students finally 
stand up and protest such 
lack of  respect, what hap-
pens? They get pepper 
sprayed by baton wielding, 
overzealous police officers. 
Welcome to your college 
experience. This type of  
behavior is unacceptable 
on many levels, but none 
so more than that it is an 
overt example of  oppres-
sion in a place that should 
be fighting oppression. 
The issues at stake are not 
merely about tuition hikes; 
it’s about a student’s consti-
tutionally protected rights 
being eroded in the one 
place many thought they’d 
never see them eroded: a 
university.
The future of  higher 
education in the U.S. is an 
ambiguous one; however, 
at the heart of  that future 
will be the students and 
their teachers. It would be 
a shame if  that future was 
one of  voiceless students 
and teachers locked inside 
their walled classrooms in-
stead of  a passionate group 
of  people working for a 
better and more equitable 
world. George Orwell once 
remarked, “If  you want a 
vision of  the future, imag-
ine a boot stamping on a 
human face — forever.” 
I really hope Orwell was 
wrong, but the path we’re 
heading down doesn’t look 
promising.
Students should not be pepper-sprayed when challenging authority
Often times the true meaning of  
holidays is lost to consumerism
complemented with day 
lilies, jasmine and other 
fragrant and lush plants. A 
fire pit completes the new 
garden.
“It’s crazy beautiful at 
night,” Irl said, who can 
turn the water feature and 
landscape lighting on and 
off with a remote control he 
keeps in the master bedroom, 
overlooking the backyard.
“It’s great during the 
day,” he said, “and at night 
it’s not over.”
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allowed them to pick which 
country they would like the 
money to go to.  
“Last year we raised more 
than $2,500, and I hope we can 
raise even more money for 
charity this year,” Rucker said. 
The event is open for the 
entire university to take 
part in.
 “I participated in it last 
year, and it’s a fun competi-
tion to compete in,” Rucker 
said. 
The competition will take 
place from noon until 4 p.m. 
Saturday in Marco’s in the Me-
morial Student Center. 
Anyone interested in 
participating should con-
tact Rucker no later than 
Wednesday at rucker32@
marshall.edu. 
Allyson warner can be 
contacted at warner65@
marshall.edu.
RAMEN
Continued from Page 6
swing independents are not 
wooed by a fairness mes-
sage,  rather, it often seemed 
to skirt their deepest eco-
nomic concerns,” Diggles 
and Erickson wrote.
Instead, they argued, 
an effective message with 
swing independents would 
focus on an opportunity 
theme. Fifty-one percent of  
swing independents said 
they would select a candi-
date who argues that the 
country needs an economy 
based on opportunity while 
43 percent said they would 
choose the candidate who 
argues for an economy 
based on fairness.
In their analysis of  the 
poll results, Diggles and Er-
ickson warned Democrats 
against attempting to merge 
the “populist fairness argu-
ment,” with an “opportunity 
message.”
“That mixed message 
doesn’t work,” they wrote. 
“Because of  their precon-
ceived notions of  Democrats 
and President Obama, the 
fairness message is stickier 
with these voters _ it con-
firms what they already 
think they know about poli-
cymakers to their left.”
sidewalk.
Critics say Zimmerman was 
guilty of racial profiling, or worse.
He had phoned police, 
reporting Martin as suspi-
cious, then followed him on 
foot. He told police he lost 
sight of  the teenager and was 
returning to his vehicle when 
the two came face to face.
The shooting has set off  
rallies and marches across 
the country and beyond by 
critics, who demand that 
Zimmerman be arrested.
MARTIN
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for each college on campus to 
map learning outcomes that 
are necessary to their degree. 
They want to make sure these 
outcomes are being tested in 
other classes and situations 
before they are applied to a 
final assessment, such as a 
capstone project or culminat-
ing experience.
Departments are currently 
designing a curriculum in 
which course objectives mir-
ror the intended program 
outcomes. Reynolds and 
Ormiston suggested to faculty 
that each college begin this 
process with a small sample 
of classes.
“Select three to five courses 
which are courses in which 
students are exposed to 
kinds of inquiry that would 
contribute to the Capstone ex-
perience,” Ormiston said.
These classes are regarded 
as the essential courses 
needed to be successful in a 
certain major and the faculty 
are instructed to think about 
why objectives covered in 
these classes are important.
While this is still mainly in the 
faculty phase, students will soon 
benefit from these changes.
“The reason students 
should care is that this is your 
education,” Reynolds said. 
“This type of program level 
assessment should allow you 
to see the relationships among 
the various courses you take 
at Marshall and the degree 
you want to earn,” Reynolds 
said. “You’ll know exactly 
what competencies are ex-
pected of you by the time you 
graduate.”
This is regarded as the first 
step of pathways. The second 
step, which focuses more on 
the capstone experience will 
follow in April.
Brittanee Barton can be 
contacted at barton35@mar-
shall.edu.
ACCREDITATION
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BY SARAH STEMEN
THE LANTERN, OHIO STATE U. 
VIA UWIRE
Josh Tisonyai gradu-
ated from Ohio State U. last 
spring with a communica-
tion degree in hand, $26,000 
in student loan debt and 
hope for the future.
Even with a post-gradu-
ation job, Tisonyai lives at 
home, relies on his parents 
and struggles to make ends 
meet, a feat that would not 
be possible if  he had to pay 
rent and other bills.
Like Tisonyai, thousands 
of  other college graduates 
in Ohio and nationwide are 
finding it increasingly dif-
ficult to pay for school long 
after classes have ended.
One financial expert calls 
their collective financial bur-
den a “debt bomb” that is 
waiting to explode.
Although Tisonyai found a 
job upon graduating at WHIZ 
news in Zanesville, Ohio, but 
he said he is still struggling to 
keep his head above water.
“Financially, it’s awful be-
cause it’s my first job right 
outside of college, so it doesn’t 
pay a whole lot,” Tisonyai 
said. “I’m looking into teach-
ing to try to get some extra 
money right now.”
Tisonyai said he is living 
at home with his parents and 
paying off  student loans at a 
rate of  about $350 per month.
“I have the luxury of  living 
with my parents and having 
a support system,” he said. 
“If  I didn’t have that, I’m not 
sure how I would get by. I 
feel for those people who are 
paying off  their loans and 
have to pay other bills too.”
Tisonyai is one of  many 
OSU graduates who was 
forced to take out stu-
dent loans to pay for their 
education.
There are 8.2 percent of stu-
dents in Ohio defaulting on 
their loans, according to fiscal 
year 2009 data from the U.S. 
Department of Education.
Officials are predicting 
student loan debt to be at an 
all-time high nationally. Fig-
ures indicate students from 
Ohio in 2010 averaged $27,713 
in student loan debt upon col-
lege graduation, which is the 
seventh highest amount in the 
nation according to the Project 
on Student Debt.
This study also said 
two-thirds of 2010 college 
graduates have acquired some 
type of student-loan debt.
For the 2011-2012 school 
year, Ohio residents pay 
$9,735 in tuition costs per 
three-quarter year and 
non-residents pay $24,630, 
according to the Office of  the 
University Registrar.
Rachel Willison, who grad-
uated from OSU last quarter, 
just found a job before she 
has to pay off  what she esti-
mates to be $75,000 in loans.
“Basically I’m going to be 
paying two rent bills,” Willi-
son said. “If  I wouldn’t have 
found a job, I would have had 
to delay my payments.”
Jim Lynch, a spokesman for 
the university, said OSU takes 
aggressive steps in assisting 
students with student loans.
“Eighty-one percent of  
incoming freshmen receive 
financial aid in the form of  
grants, loans and/or scholar-
ships,” Lynch said.
Lynch said OSU’s efforts 
continue to increase in 2012.
“Ohio State has increased 
financial aid significantly to 
maintain access for quali-
fied students. Last year, Ohio 
State awarded $98 million 
in institutional scholarships 
and grants,” he said. “This 
year that number will be $108 
million.”
John Rao, attorney at the 
National Consumer Law 
Center, said student debt 
causes a downward spiral 
for students with affects 
echoing into careers.
“Even in the best of  eco-
nomic times when jobs are 
plentiful, young people with 
considerable debt burdens 
end up delaying life-cycle 
events such as buying a car, 
purchasing a home, getting 
married and having chil-
dren,” Rao said. “Piling up 
student loans in middle age 
is even more troublesome.”
William Brewer, president 
of  the National Association 
of  Consumer Bankruptcy At-
torneys, agreed with Rao.
“The amount of  student 
borrowing crossed the $100 
billion threshold for the first 
time in 2010 and total out-
standing loans exceeded $1 
trillion for the first time last 
year,” he said.
One 23-year-old graduate, 
Stef  Gray, has spoken out 
against Sallie Mae, a private 
loan company that special-
izes in student loans, to try to 
end the $50 monthly fee that 
students have to pay when 
they ask for forbearance. 
Forbearance is when a stu-
dent asks the loan company 
to delay when the student 
must start making payments 
on their loans.
Patricia Christel, a Sallie 
Mae spokesperson, said the 
company changed its policy 
on Feb. 3, so that the $50 
monthly fee goes toward the 
student’s loans.
“When customers experi-
encing temporary financial 
difficulty ask to suspend 
scheduled payments, we ask 
for a good-faith payment to 
emphasize the terms and 
long-term implications of  
their decision to use for-
bearance,” Christel said. 
“We have been giving care-
ful consideration to our 
policy for some time, and 
we are changing it to apply 
the good-faith payment to 
the customers’ balance after 
they resume a track record 
of  on-time payments.”
Kim Norris, director of  
communications for the 
Ohio Board of  Regents, said 
although student debt is a 
problem, there are ways stu-
dents can avoid it.
Norris laid out three op-
tions for students to reduce 
loan debt.
“In Ohio, we are so lucky 
to have colleges and univer-
sities within driving distance 
from your house,” Norris 
said. “One thing that has be-
come popular and students 
take advantage of  is going 
to a community college and 
planning to transfer to a 
university.”
Norris said this option al-
lows students to thoroughly 
plan out their courses and 
credits. Secondly, she said 
students should take advan-
tage of  college credit that is 
offered during high school 
or take Advanced Placement 
courses to test out of  college 
classes.
“Students can walk into col-
lege with credits under their 
belt,” Norris said. “A lot of  
schools offer the option of  
completing courses for college 
credit at the high school level. 
And you also have AP classes 
that you can take tests to gain 
college credit.”
The last option Norris 
presented was selecting a 
program that has a three-
year option, which would 
reduce education costs.
“At least 10 percent of  pro-
grams have to be three-year 
programs, according to leg-
islation that was just signed 
in Ohio,” Norris said.
During a visit that was 
focused on education, Vice 
President Joe Biden came to 
Columbus on Jan. 12 to talk 
about the cost of  higher edu-
cation and what the Obama 
administration has done to 
reduce those costs.
Secretary of  Education 
Arne Duncan outlined a few 
things the federal govern-
ment has done to promote 
education, including mak-
ing the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
form more understandable 
and providing pay-as-you-go 
loans for students based on 
their salaries.
“We have challenged uni-
versities to cap their tuition 
costs, despite inflation and 
economic times,” he said. 
“And I know universities are 
doing all they can to keep 
costs down, like encouraging 
students to finish in three 
years instead of  four.”
Despite Duncan and 
Biden’s optimism, Brewer 
said if  economic times do 
not change, the future does 
not look promising for 
American students.
“Take it from those of  us 
on the front line of  economic 
distress in America,” he 
said. “This could very well 
be the next debt bomb for the 
U.S. economy.”
Could student loans create 
the next ‘debt bomb’?
Long said. “I’m excited about 
some of  the younger players 
taking shape. I’m excited with 
how competitive we can be, 
all be it different than previ-
ous seasons.”
While the Herd has made 
great strides since recording 
four wins last season, there 
is plenty of  work left for 
Marshall to do, and it looks 
to take full advantage of  the 
final two weeks of  its spring 
season. 
“There’s still a ways for us 
to go,” Long said. “What hap-
pens in summer when they 
are away from us will largely 
dictate their success and on 
top of  that our success for the 
fall.”
The Thundering Herd 
women’s soccer team will 
conclude its spring season 
April 21 when Marshall will 
travel to Cincinnati to take on 
the Bearcats. 
Jarrod Clay can be con-
tacted at clay105@marshall.
edu.
team expects nothing short 
of  a first place finish.
“I’ve never been more ex-
cited to go down with my 
team and perform,” Dav-
enport said. “It definitely 
brings butterflies to my 
stomach knowing this is this 
last time I will go out there 
on that mat with my team-
mates but we are ready to 
hit it. We’re ready for first 
place.”
The first year the event took 
place was in 1981 in Dallas, 
Texas. The event has taken 
place in Daytona Beach, Fla., 
every year since 1996.
Marshall will compete 
in the Intermediate Coed 
division. The Herds first 
performance will take place 
at noon Thursday. They will 
compete after Conference 
USA rival UTEP and before 
Wright State.
Lawren Hightower can be 
reached at hightower5@
marshall.edu.
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BY ALLYSON WARNER
THE PARTHENON
Beta Alpha Psi will host 
its annual Ramen Noodle 
Cookoff  on Friday in hopes 
of  raising money for charity 
 — and also have a little fun 
while doing so. 
This annual event was 
created two years ago by 
finance professor Dallas 
Brosick, who thought the 
organization needed a good 
community service event to 
partake in.
“This is his brain child, so 
we’ve just continued it over 
the last two years,” said Ford 
Rucker, president of  Beta Al-
pha Psi.
Contestants will have mul-
tiple tools at their disposal, 
including gas grills, ramen 
noodles and more than 200 
ingredients such as spices, 
peppers and other add-ins.
The competitors are al-
lowed to bring up to $5 worth 
of  personal ingredients to 
use in their dishes.  Compet-
itors should also bring their 
own pots and pans.
There will be multiple 
rounds set up depending on 
the number of  teams that 
sign up.
 “There will be multiple 
rounds because we don’t 
have enough gas grills for 
everyone to use at once,” 
Rucker said.   
Once all the winners 
have been announced from 
their separate rounds, 
they will take place in the 
championship round.  They 
will be given a secret in-
gredient they have to use in 
their dishes. Rucker said, 
last year, the secret ingredi-
ent was tuna so they had to 
find a way to make Ramen 
Noodles and tuna taste good 
together. 
Finally, a panel of  judges 
will score each separate 
entry with a rubric to deter-
mine the winner.
All proceeds will be given 
to Palms for Life, a charita-
ble organization that sends 
money to whomever the or-
ganization specifies. 
Beta Alpha Psi partnered 
with the international stu-
dent organization and 
Members of  Alpha Xi Delta will 
conduct the sorority’s 61st an-
nual strawberry breakfast 7 a.m. 
through 11 a.m. Thursday in the 
Alpha Xi Delta House, located on 
Fifth Avenue. 
The chapter will provide a pancake 
breakfast with homemade straw-
berry butter. The fundraiser is the 
only one in which proceeds go di-
rectly to the sorority. 
Alpha Xi Delta’s president Er-
ica Law said donations made by 
local businesses will be raffled at the 
breakfast.
“The event is special because of  
the pure joy it brings us to see peo-
ple, from all over campus and the 
area, participate in something that 
we make happen,” Law said. “It is 
a tradition that has been within our 
sorority now for 61 years, and it is 
wonderful to see something that was 
started so long ago to still be loved 
and participated in.”
Law said the strawberry butter 
recipe has been passed down for 
generations within the sorority, and 
she said she believes everyone loves 
it. 
“We hope to see students from 
every corner of  the university 
Thursday morning,” Law said. “I 
hope people 
will support 
us in our 
endeavors.”
Dine-in, pick-
up and delivery 
are available op-
tions. Tickets are 
$4 for Marshall stu-
dents and $5 for the 
general public. 
61 years of tradition
ALPHA XI TO HOST ANNUAL STRAWBERRY BREAKFAST
Third annual Ramen Noodle Cookoff  aims to help charity
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BY SUSAN CARPENTER
LOS ANGELES TIMES
(MCT) 
LOS ANGELES—Dina and 
Irl Cramer were looking at 
the little-used pool behind 
their Manhattan Beach, 
Calif., house when they real-
ized: “It would be really nice 
to have a garden,” Dina said.
But rather than simply 
jackhammer out the pool or 
bulldoze it full of  dirt, the 
Cramers turned the pit into 
a case study for how South-
ern Californians can capture 
winter rains for use watering 
the garden. The edges of  the 
pool were ground down, and 
the rest of  the concrete form 
was retrofitted with a rain-
water storage system.
Now, in place of  a concrete 
basin filled with chlorinated 
water, the Cramers have a 
stream, a small waterfall 
and about 100 lush plants — 
all fed with rain harvested 
from the roof  and stored 
in recycled-plastic tanks 
underground.
The water savings come 
not only from using less tap 
water to irrigate the garden 
but also from not having 
the pool. About 24,000 gal-
lons of  water can evaporate 
in a big pool every year, ac-
cording to Mike Garcia, a 
self-described pond geek 
and founder of  Envirosca-
peLA, the Redondo Beach, 
Calif., firm that designed the 
catchment system.
“The rainwater harvest-
ing system is the landscape 
world meets the pond 
world,” said Garcia, who 
likened the design to “a 
big, pondless waterfall on 
steroids.”
Garcia used a Clean Rain 
system manufactured by 
Atlantic Water Gardens that 
flushes the first minutes of  
a rainfall — often laden with 
dirt and roof  debris — to the 
sewer. Then gravity feeds the 
subsequent “clean” rain into 
the Eco Rain tanks installed 
where the pool used to be. 
The tanks can store 6,000 
gallons, compared with the 
50 to 70 gallons that a typical 
rain barrel can hold. Electric 
pumps send water from the 
Cramers’ storage tanks to a 
recycled-plastic Rain Bird 
drip irrigation system that 
feeds the plants as well as to 
the waterfall and stream.
The Cramers said they 
spent five figures on the 
pool conversion, which 
broke ground in October. 
The system has been opera-
tional since late January, so 
the Cramers don’t yet know 
exactly how much energy is 
being used to pump and irri-
gate, or how much tap water 
they’re saving. But Garcia 
estimated that the waterfall 
costs less than 10 cents an 
hour to operate, the lighting 
16 cents. The system is ex-
pected to irrigate the garden 
with rainwater 10 months 
out of  the year. If  the rain-
water runs out, the system 
switches to tap.
The pumps are hidden in 
a landscape by Elena Fortu-
nato of  Garden Sanctuaries 
by Design in Palos Verdes 
Estates, Calif. The under-
ground “vaults” housing the 
equipment are covered with 
rigid plastic and layered with 
mulch. The master sprinkler 
valves and brain for the sys-
tem are tucked away behind 
a hedge of  variegated shell 
ginger.
Fortunato kept the ma-
ture palm, ficus, loquat 
and schefflera trees ringing 
a backyard that, until re-
cently, was mostly concrete. 
She also used some of  the 
Cramers’ existing ferns, 
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Dina and Irl Cramer decided to turn their rarely-used backyard pool into a garden space in Manhattan Beach, Calif.
